290              THE LONELY NIETZSCHE
regarded Frau Overbeck as responsible for the strange attitude taken up by Overbeck after my brother fell ill and in relation to the archive. Some weeks later, on May 4th, 1894, Eohde writes to me: aPossibly, or rather probably, Overbeck's wife is at the back of it all. I simply cannot stand the woman ; she has made up her mind to lure Overbeck away from all his old friends and tastes, and win him over to the sour nihilism that lies at the bottom of her own nature."
The friendship with Freiherr von Gersdorff did not end in tragedy. I have already mentioned Gersdorffs love affair with a young Italian lady, which caused a long-lasting separation between the two friends. On this point Gersdorff afterwards severely reproached Malwida. My brother found this unjust, and his stubborn defence of Malwida led to the old estrangement. Later on, my brother found that Gersdorff's attack upon our dear idealistic Malwida was not altogether unjustified, and he now felt very sad about his attitude in the whole affair. This accounts for the frequent censures of Malwida that occur in his memoranda. Freiherr von Gersdorff would have been the very friend to go with him through thick and thin and act as his most loyal companion in all those hard years of change and progress. Afterwards, when Nietzsche recognised his mistake, they wrote to each other on the old footing, and my brother was perfectly right when he said to Gersdorff, " I have really not been disloyal to you for a single moment." Yet this belated renewal of the friendship could never compensate for lost time. Gersdorff's long separation from Nietzsche had made it impossible for him to follow his friend into the new world of thought or to familiarise himself with that world later on. In spite of his earnest study of the Nietzschean ideas, Gersdorff to the end of his life never freed himself from the trammels of Schopenhauerian pessimism.
I cannot here trace the course of all his friendships,